
Waccabuc House

Husband and wife Chan-li Lin and Denise Ferris design a modern house

with a dramatic structure in Waccabuc, New York.

Large window walls maximize views and daylight for the main living spaces on the second �oor.

Waccabuc House

Chan-li Lin and Denise Ferris

Waccabuc, New York

Large window walls maximize views and daylight for the main living spaces on the second floor.



v prev next w

December 16, 2012

Laura Raskin

Based in New York City, Chan-li Lin has worked for Rafael Viñoly Architects for 22 years, focusing

on large projects. About three years ago he and his wife, Denise Ferris, an architect and project

manager, decided to design on a smaller scale–a weekend house.

A teardown on a small hill 50 miles north of the city in Waccabuc, New York, hit the mark. When

Lin saw the view into the woods from the roof of the existing house, he decided that living spaces

should be at that level, where abundant trees would provide privacy. The couple razed the old

structure but saved the foundation for the new 2,170-square-foot house. The second floor, a

rectangular volume, cantilevers dramatically 20 feet from each end of the house. These cantilevers,

supported by two steel trusses integrated within a two-by-six wood frame, extend from a pedestal-

like base to shelter a carport at the east and a porch at the west. “I was keen on developing

something whose characteristics were determined by a structure,” says Lin.

Enclosed by cedar walls that are stained black, with shiplap joints, the second floor contains the

kitchen, living spaces, and a bedroom. Two more bedrooms are located on the ground floor, the

front of which is red cedar stained with a natural finish. While the couple originally intended to sell

the house, they've been getting too much pleasure from it to let it go. “We were either going to

enjoy doing it or kill each other,” jokes Lin about working on the house with Ferris, “but we truly

enjoyed it. Our strengths are compatible.”

Completion Date: July 2011

Gross Square Footage: 2,170 square feet
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Architect and Designer: 

Chan-li Lin, Denise Ferris 

917.854.7810 

chanli@rvapc.com 

P.O.Box 103, Waccabuc, NY 10597

People

Owner: 

Chan-li Lin AIA, Denise Ferris AIA

Completion Date: 

July 2011

Gross square footage: 

2,170 square feet

Architect and Designer: 

Chan-li Lin, Denise Ferris 

917.854.7810 

chanli@rvapc.com 

P.O.Box 103, Waccabuc, NY 10597

Engineer(s): 

Structural Engineer:  

Yoshinori Nito Engineering & Design PC,

646.515.4391, 

www.ynedpc.com

Mechanical Engineer:  

JMV Engineering, 

212.852.9855, 

www.jmvengineering.com

Consultants: 

Lighting Consultant:  

LAM Partners, 

617.354.4502, 

www.lampartners.com

  Products

Structural system:  

Steel and wood frame, Concrete floors,

Exterior cladding:  

Wood: Western Red Cedar siding

Stains:Benjamin Moore Stains, 

www.benjaminmoore.com

EIFS, ACM, or other: 

Cementitious stucco (Soffits)

Insulation: 

open-cell spray foam insulation

Roofing 

Elastomeric: GAF TPO 

www.gaf.com

Tile/shingles: GAF asphalt shingles, 

www.gaf.com

Windows 

Aluminum and insulated glass windows,

window walls: Solar Innovations, 

www.solarinnovations.com

Glazing 

Skylights:Velux, www.veluxusa.com

Doors 

Aluminum and glass doors: Solar Innovations, 

www.solarinnovations.com



Construction Manager: 
Atlantic State Development Corp., 

917.777.5800. 

www.atlanticstate.com

Photographer: 

Brad Feinknopf, 

614.225.0414, 

bfeinknopf@feinknopf.com

Hardware 

Locksets, door and window hardware: G-U

Hardware, www.g-u.com

Interior finishes 

Cabinets: IKEA, www.ikea.com

Paints and stains: Benjamin Moore paints,

www.benjaminmoore.com

Paneling: Douglas Fir 3-½” T&G at bedroom

walls and living room ceiling

Floor and wall tile: Apavisa porcelain tiles, all

bathrooms, www.apavisa.com

Furnishings 

Dining Table: Takeshi Miyakawa Design,

www.takeshimiyakawadesign.com

Other furniture: Fritz

Hansen,www.fritzhansen.com, 

Espasso / Etel, www.espasso.com

Lighting 

Interior ambient lighting: Bartco,

www.bartcolighting.com, 

ELP, www.elplighting.com, 

Neidhardt, www.neidhardtinc.com, 

Lightolier, www.lightolier.com

Task lighting: Artemide, www.artmide.us

Downlights: Iris, www.cooperindustries.com

Plumbing  

Duravit, Toto, Kohler

Energy 

Air-Conditioning: Fujitsu Heat Pump

Radiant Heating: Wirsbo

 



Copyright ©2016. All Rights Reserved BNP Media.

Design, CMS, Hosting & Web Development :: ePublishing

Recent Articles By Laura Raskin

Ilima Primary School

O-O�ce Architects, Guangzhou, China

Ania Jaworska
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